Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/10/19 : CIA-RDP80TOOE£,6AO58100460001-6

INFORMATION

CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY

15, VB, Seck. 153 aDA T, the ransemioeon oF seveition.of which 1. e piiaies YISLIR the mesning of be Eeplonsge Laws, Tile

0 50X1-HUM
COUNTRY  North Korea ) REPORT
SUBJECT  The North Korean Air Force DATE DISTR.  ofd March 1961

z‘g NO. PAGES 1
REFERENCES RD

PI.AC.E . 50X1-HUM
DATE ACQ.

THIS IS UNEVALUATED INFORMATION, SOURCE GRADINGS ARE DE

TE \ . |histories and equipment strength of North
Korean Air Force regiments‘

50X1-HUM

50X1-HUM

=
=

5 !
i 1
T CON=F=I=D=E=i=te A -
3 ;
f 50X1-HUM ;
sTATE | X [ARMY [ X [navy [X Tar [X Tnsa | XJocr X<] [T [
(Note: Washington distribution indi d by “X"; Field distribution by “#.)

(NFORMATION REPORT INFORMATION REPORT
Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/10/19 : CIA-RDP80T00246A058100460001-6




SR I BN I - i
[
Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/10/19 : CIA-RDP80T00246A058100460001-6

ve—- -

- SN T T n
. . CONST Canhd

TLL FEB -4 19650x1-HUM

Report 50X1-HUM

3upject: Di ug\l 2ZBTS AN STREAGEIH OF NK AI‘?. © . Date of Report:
FLSINLNGS , Noevember 1660

- — ——

1., Summary (Jereral Informaticn):

Commurizing RCK by force being one of Nerth korea’s (NX) major scheres to
unify Xorea, they are doing all they zan to reinforca their armaments

\ Since the Armistice they rave been frantically 50X1-HUM
buildirg up their air strength, givingz it priority over everything else in

treir war preparatlon because it hés zow beccrs a decisive factor in modern
locelized wars. - v

ccently MK had a plan to import new fightere, 1.I5-19's and [ i%-21's, from

the 3oviet to reinforce their aAF. (171is plsn wes slready oeing carried out
\ | I'ilots were being “rested as well as vice ministers in  50X1-HUM
rany weys in order to raise their worsle, | 50X1-HUM

| |

3ince 211 the MIG=15's (one oattslicn) and .¢;-'15 13 {six rezinents) thst
YK now has, nas been flown sver since the roresan War, their life span of
102 heurs would not last more than the next twe or whree yeirs. Lven
according to the NaAf plan tney are not intended tc ve flown after the next
wwo or three yezrs. However, XIG=17's (six regiments), which were imported
from the Soviet \ after the Armisiice, could be flown for 50X1- HUM
a Guite some time yet, Cbsnlﬂtenvss of NIG-15%s gpd 2115 3IS's have

sccelerated the above project of importing a large number of NiG=1¢'s snd

21's. Considering their e-ffarts to be defmﬁe_-y superior to the RUK in

military strength, ircluding the UN Forces; tiner will no doubt replace these

obgolete plares with highly efficient fighters or maintain them both. |

'
1

‘t'r.e SBAF spurred on its flight training 50X1-HUM
{uriously to eachieve the objsctive of prepursticn £or war, Average flying
hours per jet-fizhter g}iloﬂ ‘was ) - 73 hours. S50X1-HUM
Air baltlie, sea and grouni avtecks, ana nizhtiire interceptions were subjects e

emphasized ir training. &xcept the 47 newly commissioned® flyin.. officers whro |
gradusted {rcem the AF 0fficers Schoel in Farch 19613, all otters were 1
excellently trained in two-zszainst-two air battle| | About 50X1-HUM
172 of them hed experience ia battle ‘rom the Xorean War, ]

l
‘ 50X1-HUM
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3ccause of tre exceptionally good trestment and comnunist ideolcsical training
they receive in NK, most of whe pilots have iatensive anti-American feelingzs
and their morsle is very hign. There is another major reason as to why their
morsle is so high. NMost of Lhe first line pilots are youths in their twenties
and have received communist cducation from their ezrly teens. Communism has
become somewhet like s rsligion te then.

[Tfﬁ]thc major error is the policy of tie NKAT was in mairtsining S0X1-HUM

wentirg-number regziments - Lhey were sort of reserve regiments -~ in every
Tighter division except the 5th Division., Thzse rezimenis were eguipped with
obsolet= FI3-15 BIS's and newly comrissicned {lying officers whe wers produced
regulsrly had been onesidezdly assiined to thea. As a consequerice, taree
fighter reziments in the NKA7 had been hindersd in “heir progress in strengta,
which is equivalent to the strcngth ol one A division, It was decided

therefore to sssizn newly commissionerd flying officsrs to every regiment as
well as twenties-number regirents ﬁ in ort2r to keep all pilots S50X1-HUM
technicslly beslenced. However, wi he reason unkiown, pilots who zsrsdusteid

from ths AF (fficers Schocl y assi- : - r S50X1-HUM
regiments as usual. (

1 ¥ (3 B > 3
|1t wes said to have bren csused by inadequate plans
Ol the ShAr Cormmand, however, this truditicral essi:ning method woull be

put tn an end 50X1-HUM
snile thus maintsining technicsl balance amonz its ~ilots, the MKAF wes goins

to elevite cotbet strength of these ti ree fweaties— umber resiments by

read justing and strengthening their equipment with :I0=17's ard othe~ of the

latest “ype planes ~ which were planned to ve imporied - as their basic

equipment, and thereby strengthen the whole A7 streiisth at larze. This j-lan

could have materialized‘ and its gcal would be 90X1-HUM
reschecd within the next two or thrce years,

Along with strengthening of zir force strenstl: by irnproving the quslity of
vilots, equipment, combat strength of twentiesenumber resiments, and
trestment for hisher rmorsle, the NiAF was enforcing discipline with strict
ment.al treining. - They were trzined -to give orders with the assumption of
"orders are law" and took the whole responsibility cr them, Therefore,

every instruction that superiors gsve was regrrded ws absolute,

cevelornents and Combut Strergih of Flying ieriments_{(including_ functions):

1) Ihe 1lst Pursuiter Civision: The 1lst Pursuiter Division, tozsther with
the 2nd Fursuiter Jivisien, ployed & major role in the courss of 1evelop:-
ment.s ol NaAF [ighters urits. This division was the only ons that
particirvated in the Koresn War besides the 2nd Division and wves called
the root of the NKAF slthough de~:ile4 “wiormation zs to the course of

. its 1evelopment was not known.

50X1-HUM
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This division jointly undertook tne air cefense of the middle-western
front line of X end the “est Sesz grea with the 3rd Pursuiter Oivisinn,
nowever, its exact delense line wzs not known. This division hed three
regirents - e.1., the 25th, 59th, sni 6Xth heziments - staticned at
Surch'on and Pukch'eng Airfields. The ccmabat strensth of this divisier
was next only to the 2nd Uivision but was not far behind in its technic:l
level, Vhile staging air bzttles in treining its safety factor was
higher than other divisiense Among its pilots were KALS Chona~tok (nta,
(ecrmander, 5a&th Lesinment, 2nd Division‘ whe had 50X1-HUM
prcven hiuself an ace while leading s "riunters T=zm" during the Koresn
var and those who had served under him ever sinca2, As ment oned before,
rorele of its pilots was as hisgh as any cther rilot in NhAF,

This division had been the first —o be eccuipped with 1 10-15"s and wss
stationec at Tukeh’sng ~irfield (This zirlield had bsen new.y constructed
with underground hangers.) which wes censidered to be one o? the most
importent airfields from & strstesic peirt of view. These “ascts howeve:
ted no relation to its combat efiicienc;.

a8, The 25th Lesiment:

Lguipment: This reziment was eguipped with only 1.1G-15 BIS's -
probsbly from 303 to 35 of the:, corsiiering the csse of the 2nd
Divisien ~ except saype one o two UMIG-15's like other regiments.,

Personnel: «ith the exception of an unkrown number of newly

cormissicned flying officers ' grsiuatzs of 47 vflicers School[:::] S50X1-HUM

[;::::]all pilots wer: capable of psrticipating in any fom of battle S0X1-HUM
exceft nizhttime and bad-weather f1izht) a1l were firsterats in

deytirme battles. Xumber of persornel unknowm.

Ireining: As was coumon to all twenties-nunber regiments in Mi, this
resiment also stressed aviation as its prirary flight trsining but
senior nilots, hizher than responsibls pilets (pilot of lesding plane
which lesis led-couple in company foruation) were slso carrying out
&ir battle tactic triining.

(thers: Being ons of the twerties-nunber regiments which hed been 50X1-HUM
established in every flyinz division afier the Anristice

TTOU: 1s regiment had been orzarized at
Sunchi’on Airfieli ani had ~nce been s.ationsd at Iukeh'sng Airfield.
Fowever, it was ststioned at Sunch’cn 4irficld with tre 59th iezimen:

cf the same division 50X1-HUM
According to a plan, the AOth hevimen. of the same division was to bs
equipred with #IG-1G's however, it was not known whethzr

50X1-HUM

- 50X1-HUM
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the old equipment ([I3-177s) would be trensferred to this resiment

or issued to other civisions slso. 7The conbst efficiens; of this

resiment was not far from being a reserve regiment :
of the 1st Uivision,; but, as wss mentioned in surmary, if the N&AF 50X1-HUM
policy toward twenties-nunber regivents were carried out, it was

expected that this regiment would heve as nuch combat efliciercy as

any other regiment within the same 4/ vision.

be The 57th gesiment:

Zquipment: This re.iment wes mainly equipjed with [IG-17's (number
unknown) and had one allewegther interceptor battalion equipred with
MIG-17 PF's (exact rumber unknown - possibly 6 te 1)) aad hed 1 or

2 UMIG-15%s which was common to all flyings regiments,

Personnel: This resiment was composed of the most experienced pilots

within the division, especially in ttes 3rd Batislion, eguipred with

MIG=17's, all pilots were gbove 26 ye:zrs 0ld ani had grailusted from the

AF 6flicers Schooy \ Fanss c¢f comron flying officers 50X1-HUM
were senior lieutenants (corformed t¢ T/0) an3 baitalion cormander,

lieutgnant colenel which was squivslent to the rank of feputy regiment
commander. (Cther battalion commanders wera majors.)

Compared to the 3rd Battalion, some pilots of the 1st and 2nd
Sattalion were somewhat younger but, due tc the nature of the duty ¢f
this regiment, these battalions were also composed of more experienced
and o.der pilots thsn other regimenis,

Training: '‘he primary mission of this regimsnt being nishttime
interception, it hed emphasizsd nighttime trzinin while 50X1-HUM

precticing daytime flight treining now and then,

with the exdeption of one bsttalion eyuipred with ¥IG=17 FF's, othe:
battelions had used :IG-17's in their deytime f1isht training.)

The 1lst and 2nd Battalions, which had only :IG-17's, could not carry
out -ham shooting sir battle training, because 1NIG-17's hed no
radar-opersted sisht apparatus. However, thney had carried out
vericus other nishttime flying tactics training which the MIG-17 Pf
performed (Including nighttime air babtles except for shooting
prectice). Since nishttime flight training had to be preceded by
various daytime bazd~weather tsctie training, this regiment was the
most advenced in its training program in conzparison to other regimerts
within the division {lhe number of hours of both daytime and nighttime
flight training rececived was not known). :

Cthers: The 59th Resiment was the pizk and the meinstzy of the lst

Division, Its main duty was nizhttim= battle, This re.iment was

stationed at Sunchlon Airfiel: but it was not knc:50X1-HUM
whether it had ever been stationed at Pukch?ang Airfield.

—L’-

50X1-HUM
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. ¢o The 60th Regziment:

Zquipment: This regiment was equipyrzi with only MIG=17's except
for ene or two UMIG-15's (Amoant of equipment unknown).

Perscnnel: Although its pilo:s were somewhat younger than those of
the £9th Regiment, tnis rezimant wes one of the most advanced in
daytime training in NK, compe.ing for the top position with the 56t}
Resinent (Number of pilots unimown).

Trairing: This reginent represented the 1st Division in its |
interception efficiency. | 'this regiment completed 50X1-HUM
a course in two-against-two flight intercepiion training under bad-

weatker conditions (ex.cept rain, srow and cumulo-nimbus, and had

since entered a stas2 of company-againsteconpany (four-agsinst~four)

tactics training.

According to the plana, all aireraft of this reziment was to have been

renewed by MIG~19's | This reginzent would no doust begir S0X1-HUM
nighttime interception training at the completion of the replacement

of the aircraft; rowsver, under the circumstances of the training

course as of August 196), it was readv to g> into nishttime intercertion

tre ining\ ‘ 50X1-HUM

Other: This regimen’, when equipped .“th MIG-19%s, would start
nighttime training and when this treining w:s completed this regiment
would be a flyingz reziment for both nighttime and daytinme interceptiosn.

Viewing its developnments, this regiment., as well as the 59th Reziment,

was the backbone of the lst Vivision. #Although the date was unknown,

this regiment had been originelly sta:.icned at Surch’on Airfield and

later it relieved the 25th Re:iment awl moved to the Pukch'zng Airfisld.

It was ststioned there| | 50X1-HUM

2) The znd Pursuiter Division: Its cevelormant as & fighter unit and its
histery daring the Korean War was similar to thut of the 1lst Division.
] \this division had only two regiments - the 56th and 58th - 50X1-HUM
but later it added the 26th Regiment. Afier the Armistice, this divisioa
had been stationed at Miirim Airfield (53th Reginent) and Sunan Airfield

(56%k Regimert ) when it startud to rove part of the division 50X1-HUM
to Wonsan Airfield and i ted the movenent of
all regiments under its command. | these regiments wer:

stationed separately at Vonsan Airfield (i éth and 56th Regiments) and
Sont.ck Airfield (58&th Regiment).

The primary mission of tris division was t.c undertake the air defense of

the eastern=-front line erea and the East fies area, This division was sa. d
to be the most powerful fighters division in NK. - According to the combied

=5 =

50X1-HUM
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results ¢f a Jjoint traianing launched by the NKAF‘
this division scored thes highest in all of the {KAF - especially in
bombardment techniques, Under this division was the 56th Regiment -~ the

50X1-HUM

50X1-HUM

one and cnly regiment called the lonor hegiment in the NKAF. This divieion

inherited the tactics of KIM Chi-sang (nta) (former deputy division
commander | |
\ who maintained exact
formation throuzhout air battles. On the other hand, since there were
many pilcts who used to {ly LA~9!'s (#lthough these were propeller-type
fighters, they were higaly efficient planes and swift in“tutns.), they
had the tendency to approach enemy planes at an unreasonable angle,

With its proud history of producing famed KIM Chi-sang (He had downed
eight F-¢6 jets during the War and received the title of "Wer Hero'.

] and inheriting its tradition, it beceme the
characteristics ol this division {0 carry out snart attacks to suit the
occasion - sometime even disrezardings the rules of tsctics, amd to

make almost reckles flizat | Owing to this, the 2nd
Division had frequent air acciden®s, mest of them explositions of planes
or loss of lives| | Nevertneless, this division was

the foremost in its combst efficiency among those of the NKLF and its
men had a strong sense of superiority and high worale.

a. The 26th Reziment:

Development : \this reginent wis newly orgsnized at

50X1-HUM

50X1-HUM

50X1-HUM

50X1-HUM

50X1-HUM

Mirim Airfield with its personnel snd eQuipnent derived from the 56th
and 58th Regiments. At that {ime this reginent was stationed at Mirim

hirfield together with the 56th Legiment. the 56th

50X1-HUM

Reginment was moved to Wonsan iirfield an this regimert

’_waﬁ_aﬁa_mmn_‘
|

Function: Like all other twenties-nunber ragiments in the NKAF, this
regiment was no exception in Its character of being a reserve regiment.

This regiment mainly undertook combat training of newly commissioned

flying officers. ombat tactics training for 20
newly commissione ing officers - :ho hai been assizred to this
reziment | |- was still going on. In case of war this

50X1-HUM

50X1-HUM

regiment was to perform its duties as the 21d Echelon, & reserve unit
of the division, with missions to intzicept enemy planes rsiding from

north of Wonsan Airfield‘

Personnel: Flying officers of a commanding officer level - those
equivalent to battalion commander or :igher -- had combat experience

ul)—
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during the Korean War as members of tie 56th or 58th Reyiments. The
rest of the flying officers were new and had gradusted from the AF
Officers School after the War. However officers above the lavel of
responsible flying officers had complsted two-against-two air basttle
treining, the bssic tactics in daytim2 combat, &nd were assizmed to
duties of No. 1 and lio. 2 alert-planes-of-the-day at the Wonsan Aire
field. Staff flying officers above tiie leval of deputy battalion
commander, above the rank of captain, vere over 30 years old, some-
what older than those of other regiments, and Junior flying officers
were youngest among the division. Senior flying officers - company
commander level - and veteran flying officers were about same aze as
those of other regiments (For a list of pilots of the 26th Regiment,
see Attachment 1 of ),

Equipment: 25 MIG-15 BIS's ard 2 UNIG=15's.

Training: Its main object was to complete two-against-two air battl:

training for newly commissioned flyin; officers assigned to this

regiment In the meant:me, veteran flying officers S0X1-HUM
carried out training for mainteining tactical efficiency in battalion-
against~battalion air battle., This training course was alresdy

completed.,

The goal of this training - 40 hours per yeer - for newly cormissioned
flying officers of this regiment was to prorote aviation skill and
two-asainst-two air battle efficiency. Hours of training for veteran
flying officers were from 60 to 7D hours; hcwever they had additional.
hours for educastion of newly commissicaed flying officer. Since thie
regiment performed duties as the 2nd Echelon of the 2nd Divisicn, this
regiment lagged behind the other regiments in its training program ard
combat efficiency. Even veteran flying officer were only sble to .
carry out battalion-~ajainst-ba“talion air battle under fine~westher

conditions,

Other: It was rumored\ ‘that this regiment was to be 50X1-HUM
moved to Toksan Airfield (located north-east of Oro-ri - distance

unknowrn ) . \with the reason unkn-wn, this rumor died S0X1-HUM
avay. a plan to nove this regiment to Sontck Airfield,

where the Regiment of the same division was being stationed,

wes nown. However, for reasons unknon, this plsn was sgair
abandoned. According to this movemert plan, it was to avoid confusioa
as was at the Wonsan Airfield by movingz the 26th Regiment, whieh
carried out nighttime flight training Jor the most part, was alone
stationed,

b, The 56th Regiment:

Development: This regiment, as well as the 58th Regiment, was a main

Lo =SS S it A
=7 50X1-HUM
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AN IR R L P T y

i / -
Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/10/19 : CIA-RDPS80T00246A058100460001-6



L er I e et S

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/10/19 : CIA-RDP80T00246A058100460001-6 50X1-HUM

e . i
U Losaddd LHL

flying regiment of the 2nd Division. Although its date of organiza-

tion was not known, it had participstcd in combat during the Korean

War. This regiment had been stationed in Sunan Airfield 50X1-HUM
and was moved to Wonsan Airfield after the 58th Regiment when 50X1-HUM

it wes decided thst the airfield wes t.0 be used by the 2nd Division.

| this regiment was stationed in Wonsan together 50X1-HUM

with the 26th Hegiment.

Function: The goal of this regiment was to 50X1-HUM
develop air battle efficiency on compiny basis under daytime bad- S0X1-HUM
weather conditions (except snow, rein, and cumulo-nimbus).

this regiment would go into nighttime air trsiaing. e

mission ol this regiment was to intercept eremy planes raiding from 5ox1 -HUM
direction south of Wcnsan Airfield.

Equipment: 31 MIG-17's and 1 UNIG-1%.

Personnel: More thar. about 133 flyin,; officers above the level of

battalion commenders (sic) wer: veterins of war, who served under

KIM Chi-ssng during the Korean War. (thers below the level cf deput;-
battalion commenders were new flying cfficers who had gradusted from

the AF Officers School and had been assigned to combat units after

the Amistice. Four of these were amcng the 24th batch of graduates

\and were still common flying 50X1-HUM
officers. The avera.e age of “his regiment was somewhat older than

other regiments with the oldest beingz about 35 years old,

Training: This regiment had completed regirent-against-regiment air
battle tactics training under fine-weather conditions during daytime
and started an air trzining under the bad-weather condit:ons (except
he snow, heavy rain, amd cumulo-nirbus) ‘ 50X1-HUM
ﬁ Its goal in 1990 was to complete company combat training undex

the bed-weagther conditions and also tc stress ocean training. 50X1-HUM

Scheduled training hours| ‘were 60 - 70 hours per 50X1-HUM
man. However the hours for each training meationed sbowe were not '
known. The duty of tie Noo 1 and No., 2 alert-plane~of-the-day at

Wonsan Airfield was parformed :in turn with tae 26th Regiment except

under the bad-weather conditions when this ragiment took complete

charge of it. 4 : -

Gther: This regimert - once commsnded by so-called "War Hepo™ KIM
Chi-sang during the Wor and the only ragiment called an Fonor Regiment
in 'K - was the model regiment of the 2nd Division, most strong in
its daytime combat strength, and one ol the foremost flying regiments
in NK. In comparison with other regim:nts this regiment showad most
vivid charscteristic of the 2nd Division in its combat tectics.

-8-‘

50X1-HUM
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C. 7The 58th Rezximent:

Development: Like the 5hth Regiment, this regiment had also participated

in combat during the War. Afier the War it had been stationesd in

Mirim Airfield |when it was moved to Wonsan Airfield. 50X1-HUM
it was rel:ieved by the 55h Reuiment and moved tc

Sontok Airfield,

Punction: 1Its primary mission was nighttime air cdefense of the East
Ses area and interception of enemy planes raiding from the East Sea
area (including tne northern part of the oe2an). It tock charze of
the nighttime only No. 1 and llo., 2 alert-planes-of-the-cay daty in

the East Sea area. 3ince this regimeat had MIG-17 PF's; it also
undertook the defznse of Bast Sea irea under daytime bac-weather
corditions (includinz rsin and snow) besides the nighttime air defense
menti~ned above.

Equipment: 28 MIG-17's, 5 MIG-17 PF's, and 1 UMIG-15,

Personnel: There were 15 all-weather interception pilots who could fly
MIG-17 PF's., The ases of these pilots were from 27 to 25 years old.
The rank of a comron flying officer was senior lieutenant and commanier
of the 3rd Battalion, which was equipred with MIG-17 PFts, was a
lieutenant colonel. The number of veleran >ilots of the Korsan War
emong these 15 all-weather interception pilots was not known but

common flying officers were graiustes of Yenchi Officers School after
the Armistice. Other flying officers, sbou. 20 in all, were pilots

of MIG-17's. Most of the pilots abov: the level cf battalion
commanders - there were about 10 - had participated in the Korean War,
Even common flying officers wro flew i“IG-17's held the rank of
lieutenant or higher. Most of their .iges were 25 or 26 years old.

Iraining: The training course of the 3rd Battallon, which was equiped
with MIG-17 PF's, was same as that c¢f the 3.« Battalion, the 59th
Regiment, the lst Uivision, which wes also cquipped with MIG-17 PF's.
The training course of the otler twc hattalions, which were eQuipped
with MIG-17's, was the same ac those of the lst and 2nd Battalions,

the 59th Regiment, the lst Division. The combat strength of this
regiment was equal to that of the 59th Reginent and it was impossibl:
to place one above the other., Scheduled training hours were 60 - 70
hours per year.

Cther: This regiment, ag well as the Séth liegiment, had participated
.in the Korean War under the command o.” the present 2nd Division
commander, Colonel AN Yong-kuk (1344/nta/nta). This regiment was

the backbone of the 2nd Division and :.t emp.oyed tactics similarly
characteristic tactics to those of the 56th Lhegziment. However it
~seemed to attach importance to safety factors during air battle as
did the lst Division.
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3) The 3rd Pursuiter Oivision: This division was organized with personnel
and equipment shared by the 1st and 2nd Oivisions on an unknown date
after the Armistice (The airfield where i was orgsnized was also
unknown), At the beginning of its organization, aviation techniques
of its personnel were somewhat not on a l:vel with other divisions, but,

sométhing that the 1st and 2nd Divisions had, although nothing unskilled
in its aviation techniques could te elesrly pointed out., However, in
view of the fact that there hed been little dif’erence in its score,

it might be said that its combat efficiency was just about equsl to any
other division., For an unknown period th:is division had been stationed
at Muchu Airfleld. Also on an unknown date this division was moved to

| they became almost ecu:l. And yet, it still lacked 50X1-HUM

Hwangju Airfield, (this division was stationed at 50X1-HUM

Hwangju Airfield (the 6lst Regimert and the Division HeadQuarters),
Yonggang Airfield (the 27th Regiment), and Mirinm Airfield (the 5th
Regiment). Since this division wes geogriphically located on the
outpost of the western front line, it was likely that it undertook
the air defense of the western frent line and a part of the western
ocean. Its definite defense area was not known. There was no remark-
able characteristic in its tactics except that it seemed to attach

importsnce in meintaining safety factors as did the lst Division.

The 27th Regiment: , 50X1-HUM

Development: This regiment was also organized
as all other twent ies-number regiments were. [Tt had been stat:.oned
‘at Wmiu Airfield (previous station unknowm)

when it was moved to Yongang Al rfield [(Onjo
m_QngLimeJnandmm;mj on the west coast.

Functions: Although it could not be said definitely, it was probablec

that this regiment undertook the air cefense of the southern direction

of the West Sea. Unlike any other twenties-number regiment (the 25th

and 26th Regiments), this regiment was slreedy carrying out bad-weather

flight training | | It was therefore quite possible 50X1-HUM
that this regiment hed been given missions different from other
twenties-number regimentso

EqQuipment: Equipped with mostly MIG-15 BIS's ard one or two UMIG-lfif'se

Personnel: New flvinz officers who graduated from the AF Officers
School had not been assigned to this regiment. Only 50X1-HUM

new flying officers of this reziment were the 23rd bstch of AF

Officers School graduatesi Ccmmon flying officers were 50X1-HUM
veteran junior lieutenants and most of them were above 25 yeasrs of

age. Combat efficiency of this regiment was most superior compared

to other regiments equippred with MIG-15 BIS's, and was equal to the
top—ranking regiment equipped with MIC-17's.

-1 -
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Training: | | this regimeat had completed training for 50X1-HUM
battalion~against-battalion daytime air bstzle under fire-westher

conditions and began tactieal flight trsining under bad-weather

conditions (except snow, rain, amd cumlo-nimbus) which most of

MIG-17 equipped reygiments were carryiag out. However, scheduled

trsining subjects wei'e not kiown. Hours of treining for 50X1-HUM
the year would probably be 60 - 70 hours &s was decided by NX Air

Force Command for most of the flying regimeats,

Other: This regiment was the only on2 in N{ which was carrying out
bad-weather tactic training with KIG-15 BIS's. This was due to-the
faet that, since it did not receive aiy new grsduates of the AF

0fficers School comnon flying officers could have 50X1-HUM
longer trsining s 4

b. The 57th Regiment: | ‘this regiment relieved the 26th  50X1-HUM
Regiment of the 2nd Division, and movad to Mirim Airfield and had
been stationed there| | Its former station was mot 50X1-HUM

known. The primary mission of this reziment was the air defensge of P'yeng-

yenge This reziment had an urknown number of FIG=17%s. \ \

20 newly commissioned flying officers were assigned to this regiment,

Prior to this assignment this regiment had Jone as far es tactic 50X1-HUM

treining unier bad-weather conditions (lts stage unknowr). 3ince

then this regiment had maintained two complate flight bsttalions

including old bed-westher combat pilots and expanded the remaining

battalion into the largest battalion in NK and assigned new flying

officers to it. According to the plan this bettalion wes to accomplish

two-against-two daytime basic tactic treining within the year 50X1-HUM
ard the other battalions were to go on and carry ovt bad-weathe50X1-HUM

flight treining. Annual flying hours were o0 = 70 hours like other

regiments except for about 40 hours for new flying officers.

The conbat efficiency of this regimen:. had not been affected b
the sssignment of newly commissioned flying officers 50X1-HUM

for there was no actusl change in its former persomnel. Although
it was & little short of the level of the 56th Regiment of the 2nd
Division, it was equal to that of any other regiment.

¢. The 6lst Reziment: This regiment was the hackbone of the 3rd Division.
It was mainly equipped with M1G-17's but one battalion was equipped
with MIG-17 PF's. Defense of the 3rd Division was mostly undertaken
by this regiment. This regimemt was chiefly carrying out nighttime
tactic training and compared to other regiments which were also carrying
out nighttime training, its ccmbat ef’iciency was much the same.
FPersonnel and training were same as the aforementioned 59th Regiment
of the lst Uivision and the 58th Rezinent of the 2nd Division.

4) The 5th Pursuiter Division: Raider Plane Unit turing the Koresn War was
the former body of this division. This division was developed from a
reserve regiment. '

50X1-HUM
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Sthis division changed its old propeller type raider planes,

50X1-HUM
|

CGONE LUt Lal

50X1-HUM
Il-10's and 1A=9's, for MNIG-15's (for one battal.ion) and MIC=-15 BIS’s

(for thre ent the ore battalion). Its former bases were

unknown. its tiree regiments, the 34th, 35th, and 50X1-HUM
55th, were stationed in Kaech'on (Division Headqu: rters) and Kusong.

However their respective bases were alsc not known,

The main mission of this division was tc¢ raid enemy territory but it

also undertook the air defense by intercepting enemy planes coming from

the northern direction of the West Sea arca. Since two batches of AF

Officers 3chool graduat.es‘ ]— about 60 to 70  50X1-HUM
newly comnissioned flying orticers = had L:een a.1 assigned t> this

division, its personnel were mostly new common flying officers. Flying

officers above the level of deputy battalion commanders were forrer

pilote of propeller type raider planes who had changed them for MIG's,

This division was the most inferior in its combzt efficiency among NK®s
four Pursuiter divisions; and was equippec with mostly out-dated planes.
Since this division hed missions to attachk enemy territory it would
undoubtedly advsnce to a foremost bese if a war should break out to
accomplish its missior sufficiently {(Informatior. on respective regiment
not available). -

The 24th Independent Eeccnnaissance Hegiment: This regiment was organized
on &n unknown daste at Kongjuryong Airfielc in ncrtheast area with unknown
number of IL-28L's., (It was also unknown whether it had present MIG-15
BISL's at the time of its organization.)

\this regiment was moved frow Kongsjuryonz Airfield 50X1-HUM

to Sunan Kirfield and was ststioned | Sirce its 50X1-HUM
flying off'icers were oldtimers and had cortinuously carried out flight

training, they wered | edle tc sally forth on daytime 50X1-HUM
or nighttime reconnaissance missioas under all-weather condit.ions. |
Pilots of I11-28L's were especially supericr in eviation techniques :

becguse they had carried on bombardment training even during the Korean

‘War with vropeller type light bomb:rs. Mcst of the MIG-15 BISL pilots were
oldtimer flying officers who had graduated from AF Offcers School right

after the Armistice. As a reconnaissance plane must siways operate and

crulse alone, all-weather flight training was particularly stressed.

| its work was to take sir photosraphs for trsining 50X1-HUM
end mappir.z purposes. However its primary mission in time of war wss
photographing of enemy territory.

Recently Sunan Airfield had gradually taking on the charecter of the
internsticnal airport, nevertheless it was not likely that this regiment
would heve to be moved to some other base - sayiag nothing of the fact
that there is no other base available. Photographic materials used in

- 12 -
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this regiment were all brought in from the¢ Soviet, The Quantity of

materials used in this regiment were all birought in from the Soviet.

The quantity of materials now in their possession was not known.

Informetion concerning special aid or other agreements established with

forelgn countries, in view of the unique josition it hed as 3

recomaissance reziment, was not svailablc. | 50X1-HUM

The 36th Independent Homber Resiments: The 4th Bomber Division, which
was eQuipped with & TU-2 during the Korean War, was the predecessor of
this regiment. At that time this division was only carrying out
bombardment. training st Kongjuryong airfield whers it had besn stationed.
On an unknown date after the Armistice (wren it was still statiored at

. Kongjuryonsg Airfield), this division had brought in IL-28%s, jet-powered

light bomberg, from the Soviet and €d itself with them alorg with

old TuU-2's. | this iivision had been moved  SOX1-HUM
from Kongjuryong Airfield to Mirim Airfisld. TU-2's had been gotten -
rid of previous to this movement. | | after it was S50X1-HUM
moved to Mirim Airfield, its organization had been reduced and god

as the 36th Independent Bomber Regiment S0X1-HUM

\ Except the 15 newly commissioned flying officers ©0X1-HUM

assligned to this regiment, who had graduated frcm the AF OFfficers School

ﬁ &1l personnel were capabls of all-weather flight both in daytime 50X1-HUM
and nighttime. Their bombing accursey was not known, | | BOXA-HIIM
this regiment had been continuously carrying on bombardmert training 50X1-HUM
and joint training with fighter planes. Its annual training hours were '
not known. In most of this training resl bombs had been used (tonnage

unknown). Hombing ground wss locsted in the vicinity of Yon.:gang

although its exasct location and equipment were not knowne

2 -
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ATTACHMENT 1 of 1: List of Pilots of 26th Reziment, 2nd Division
' 50X1-HUM
L;sit;on Renk Name
Il;ugt Cmdr | Lt .Col.| #KIN Kil-kyu

 |Flying ' .

 Ipeputy .| #KIM Ch'ang-
F\jagt Cmdr ung .

n " #KIM Ki=chun
Reat Major | YI Il-yong
Navigator o
Shooting | '
lchief " YI Yong-su
lst Bat. n #KIM Sam~kak
|Cdr
Arvine
Deputy S i
Cmdr | Sr. Lt, YI “ongz=ho
lst Bat.
Political
Deputy .
|Cmdr ®- #KANG CH'un-
lst. Bat. song
Go Cmdr,
1lst Co, Lt. CHIN Pyong=-
;!b B!&o tu
Respon~ ‘
sible ,
ang Jre _I-*lo CHONG Nak=-
Iotf, 1st hyon
Co, lst
Bat ,
Flying _
logs, " YI Tong-hwan
1st Co,
lst Bat. | _
Ngt.ez" Denotéd by asterisks re rticipants of battiles during the Korean War.
| (u 50X1-HUM
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50X1-HUM
rling T i
Cff
2nd Co, Jdr. Lte | Gii?0Z Ungeho
lst Bat-.
Flying Off]
1lst Co, n YI Han-se
lst Bat.
CECNG Yong~
n " hwa
flying Off
2nd Co, " KIM Sang-
1st Bat, kyun
u " KI¥ Ki~han
N " KIY Song-uk
2nd Bat. [Captain| #Cli*CE Bong-
Cmdr nak
Flying
Qeruty n #KIM Yong-no
Cmdr
2nd_Bat - —_—
Political
Denuty Lte CHANG Pong-
Cmdr su
2nd Bat.
Con 7lying ~
ICLf, 1lst él " KIK Yonzesu
Co, 2nd Bat _
" Jr, Lt.| YO Tong-son
" " CHICE Myongz-
son
i
" " Five others
3rd Bat.
Cmdr Mg jor Cli'Ch Ch'ol-
chong
- 15 =
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Flying
Deputy
ICmér

3rd Bat.

Ceptain

.

*KIM Pyong-

hyon

Political
Jeputy
Cmdr

3rd Bat.

YI Myongechu

Co Cmdr,
1st Co,
2rd_Bat

Lt.

CHON dwange
sol

Cmn t'lying
Off, 1lst
Co, 3rd
Bat o

Jro. Lta

YI Tese~in

"

7 others

T
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